SOCIETY FOR CONSTITUTIONAL INFORMATION 


F : ; : May 18, 1762. 
At a Meeting held this Day, the following Letter was received, addreſſed to the CIIA1LR AI AN 


«STR of this Society, 
PHE He ble P 7 f London, May 18, 1792. 
— — at —4 3 _— for Conſtitutional Information has repeatedly given to 
A+ 1 OF MAN, renders it i icate 
relates to the prog f thoſe Works. 7 incumbent on me to communicate to them whatever 


— 8 : 
* A = -y of Letters from various parts of the Country have come to me, exprefiins an earnefs 
elre, that the Firſt and Second Part of RicuTs or Man could be rendered more generally uleful, dy 


2 — . e. than they have hitherto been; as thoſe requeſts were from perſons to 
Y at the prelent price was i p 5 | 
* requeſt. * © P P inconvenient, I took the proper means for complying with theis 


„IJ am ſince informed, that the Miniſtry int ingi i 
| y intends bringing a Proſecution ; and as a Nation (as weil 
1 as the rich) has a RIGHT to know what any Works are, that ate made the ſubject of a 3 
— e getting — a _ r is, I conceive, rendered more neceſſary than before, as a means towards 
A . * P 1 if N , 
4 g right; an ave the pleaſure of informiag the Society, that I am proceeding with the 
a i Þ 
© With great reſpect, 
“ Your obedient humble ſervant, 


« THOMAS PAINE.” 


The Society took into conſideration the contents of the aforeſaid Letter, and came to the followin* 
— a mM 
ESOLVED, That the Thanks of this Society be given to Mr. THOMAS Paixz, for the co icati 
he has made; and for the patriotic lifintereſtedneſs manifeſted therein. : 1 
REsOLVYED, That this Society will contribute its utmoſt aid towards ſupporting the Rights of the Nation 
and the Freedom of the Preſs, and him who has ſo eſſentially and ſucceſsfully contributed to both, : 

RESOLVED, That the right of inveſtigating principles and ſyſtems of Government is one of theſe Rights! 
and that the Works of any Author, which cannot be refuted by reaſon, cannot, on the principles of pood 
government, or of common ſenſe, be made the ſubject of proſecution. * 

REsoLVED, That the exceſſive Taxes which this Country pays, being now Seventeen Millions annually, 
give an additional motive for the exerciſe of this right; and render it at the ſame time a more immediate duty 
the Nation owes to itſelf, to enter upon and promote all ſuch inveſtigations. 

ResoLveD, That a Committee be appointed to inquire into the rumour of the above-mentioned proſe- 
cution; and to report thereon to the Society at its next Meeting. 

REsOLVED, That a Copy of Mr, PAlxE's Letter, together with theſe Reſolutions, be tranſmitted to all 
the Aſſociated Societies in Town and Country; and that this Society do congratulate them on the firm as 
well as orderly ſpirit and tranquil perſeverance manifeſted in all their proceedings, and exhort them to a 
ſteady continuance therein, 


The following ADDRESS to the FRIENDS or Tus CONSTITUTION at Paris, commonly called 
Jacosins, and which was, by the direction of this Society, fent to them laſt week, was ordered for 
Publication : ' | 

© Brothers and Fellow-Citizens of the World, 
e The cordial and affectionate reception with which you have honoured our worthy Countrymen, Mr, 
Tromas CoorkER and Mr. James WaTT, Members of the Society of Mancheſter, and united with our 


Society, has been communicated to us by the correſpondence of thoſe Gentlemen. _ 
& In offering you our congratulations on the glorious Revolution which your Nation has accompliſhed, 


— 


we ſpeak a language which only ſincerity can dictate. : 
« The formality of Courts affords no example to us. To do our thoughts juſtice, we give to the heart 


the liberty it delights in, and hail you as Brothers, Sy ; ; 

« It is not among the leaſt of the Revolutions which time is unfolding to an aſtoniſhed world, that two 
Nations, nurſed by ſome wretched CRAFT in reciprocal hatred, ſhould ſo ſuddenly break their common 
odious chain, and ruſh into amity. The principle that can produce ſuch an eftect, is the offspring of no 
earthly Court; and whilſt it exhibits to us the expenſive iniquity of former politics, it enables us, with buld 
felicity, to ſay—We have done with them. RE | 3 | 

« Tn contemplating the political condition of Nations, we cannot cenceive a more diabolical ſyſtem ot 
Government, than that which has hitherto been generally practiſed over the world, Jo feed the avarice, 
and gratify the wickedneſs of ambition, the fraternity of the human race has been deſtroycd ; as if the 
ſeveral Nations of the Earth had been created by rival Gods. Man has not conſidered Man as the work of 
one Creator, : 5 

« The political inſtitutions under which he has lived, have been counter to whatever religion he pro- 
feſſed. Inſtead of that univerſal benevolence which the morality of every known religion declares, he has 
been POE bred to conſider his ſpecies as his natural enemy, and to deſcribe virtues and vices by a 


Geographical Chart. 
« The principles we now d 
themſelves, with accumulating force, through every part of our country, 


of cauſes which no other principles admit. 3 i | 
4 The religious friend of man, of every denomination, records them as his own; they animate the lover 


of rational liberty; and they cheriſh the heart of the poor, now bending under an oppricfſion of Taxes, by 
a proſpect of relief. 
e We have againſt us only that ſame enemy, 7 


Courtiers fattening on the ſpoil of the Public. 
4 It would — given * triumph to ou" congratulations, if the equal Rights of Nan (which 


are the foundation of your declaration of Rights) had been recognized by the Governments arounu you, and 
tranquilly eſtabliſhed in all : But if deſpotiſm be ſtill reſerved to exhibit, by conſpiracy and combination, a 
farther example of infamy to future ages; that power that diſpoſes of events, beſt knows the means of 


ing that example finally beneficial to his creatures. : 
* . hve beheld — principles inſulted by deſpotic ignorance; we have ſeen the right haus 


ſhip. which you held out to the world, rejected by thoſe who riot on its plunder, 
. ewe — behold a Nation provoked into defence; and we can ſee no mode of defence equal to tha: 


of eſtabliſhing the general freedom of Europe. 
ce In this beſt of cauſes we wiſh you ſucceſs — 


LIONS, : 
ICID Sf AAAS « Signed, by Order of the Society, 
« TOHN CARTWRIGHT, Charman, 
e D. ADAMS, Secretary.” 


/ 


eclare are not peculiar to the Society that addreſſes you. They are extending 
and derive ftrength from an union 


hich is the enemy of Juſtice in all Countries, a herd of 


our hearts go with you—and in laying this, we believe, we 


